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E , 0 r 116921 N/A 

cmmmadv! c/nr 1 , file T 2 W £ RD S INGLE INDIAN NEWS AGENCY ACCOMPLISHED 
SUNNARYl SLUG LINES OF THE FOUR INDIAN NEWS AGENCIES WERE 

REPLACED ON FEB, 1 BY "SAMACHAR," THIS INTERIM STEP, BETWEEN THE 
FUNCTIONING OF INDEPENDENT SERVICES AND AN EVENTUAL ’•NATIONAL 
NEUS SERVICE" REPORTED AS "VOLUNTARY" M£RGI NG. END SUMMARY 

1, ALL FOUR INDIAN NEWS AGENCIES (PRESS TRUST OF INDIA, UNITED 

LilRCC 0 rnJ N ?i^D S ^nSc?i? Q BHARATI AND HINDUSTAN SAMACHAR) PUT ON 
WIRES FOR THEIR SUBSCRIBERS ON JANUARY 30 ANNOUNCEMENT THAT AS 

I! 31 * U NE “ S “^LD SE SOURCED TO "SAMACH«" 

Jmcu D nj=r2? rU E l lS " , A^ S ? EW NAME F0R Un IFIED INDIAN WIRE SERVICE, 
JNSW DELHI FM 4, JAN, 30, 1976), "SAMACHAR"SLUG SUBSEQUENTLY 
APPEARED ON TELEPRINTERS FEB, 1 AND WAS ONLY INDIAN AGENCY 
ATTRIBUTION USED BY NEWSPAPERS FEBRUARY2. 

2, MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING V, C, SHUKLA 
AFFIRMED IN PARLIAMENT ON FEB, 2 THAT SAMACHAR WAS THE NAME 
J F THE N c W ^ DIAN NEWS-GATHERING AND DISSEMINATION AGENCY, 

S Jr HE SAID THAT ” THE A * M 0F THE NEW 

fr5i? T Ir Q R6G i STERED UNDER TH P SOCIETY REGISTRATION ACT BY 
PRPs2/uAS 0 TL W H? B Sf?^h E i DING REPRESENTATIVES OF THE INDIAN 
A?lM?v„ W JuAl H . E n CREAT I0N 0F A STRONG AND WELL-EQUIPPED NEWS 
AGENCY THAT WOULD ’’COVER ALL ASPECTS OF THE NATIONAL LIFE 

3 ND §XPLAiNTwr H Tu!pr A TWTD ATELY DN T HE NATIONAL and WORLD MEDIA." 
lr Th AT INTR ODUCT,ON OF SAMACHAR NAME AND FORMATION 

OF THE "SOCIETY” WAS AN INTERIM STEP, SHUKLA SAID "THE 

INT0 G AflRelMp2?c y ^ - ij H s a m ^ r R f XlSTING AGENCIES HAD ENTERED 

= w TH ^ aMacha R under which they WOULD, FOR THE 
PRESENT, PERFORM ALL FUNCTIONS ON BEHALF OF SAMACHAR, PENDING 

AGENCY? SHUKLA A MAI 0 N!TAnIpn P »cun CTED SINQLE NATIONAL NEWS 
AGENCY, SHUKLA MAINTAINED, "SHOULD BE BROUGHT INTO EXISTENCE 
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voluntarily and should function independently,” 

tuc H mm<!??!? V F D « THA I THE NEW SInG LE AGENCY WOULD HELP TO CORRECT 
THE UNFAIR AND MOTIVATED CRITICISM (THAT) HAD BEEN HEAPED 
UPON INDIA IN THE WORLD PRESS FROM TIME TO TXME.P 

BPING B p«Tla| L ?i 2 cn D Tn”Sn A PTI EDIT0R ThaT a TWELVE-MAN BOARD JS 
OF G G KASTuRT SH pBflJBi?TS D T 2 nf^ W AGENCY UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP 
.°TaO An 2 AS Ii J , R iA XfcT 2 R " ED IT 0R 0F THE MADRAS HINDU, WILFRED 

AN EDIT0R 0F PTY IS EXPECTED TO BE NAMED GENERAL 

nANAuC'* i 

*'„ BAME source tells us the new agency’s working relationships 
'~ f T - P0 ?! °^ 7 - NEWS AGENCIES TffAT TTOW Sell their product Tn UN r 
_ORPII IS BeTnG RE : E J AM ^ED 7 ^IJ IS EXPECTED that THE SMALlFFT 

TcD 2 fir? = n '.ml ,c E JSic' lTALlAN ‘ YUGOSLAV, ETC., WILL BE 
R A D * UPI'S PRESENT CONTRACT EXPIRES THIS SPRING AND. 

A is L ^pPricn I ^ 4 ?° U S CE 'c WILL PR OBAB«-Y NOT BE RENEWED. 

BUT I T - ^ S E X PECI ED_JHAT AP, REUTERS, TASS AND POSSIBLY AFP 



MATERJ 

NEW NEWS. SEHVtrP x 

7, OUR SOURCE ALSO SAYS _ 

THE NUMBER OF FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS w p r k r m ft" 
AGENCY *~~ t?s t n "" ^ ~ - — — — 


the 


VAGUE PLAfS^J S EXIST T0_ 


HT 30 OR 40. IT IS DUBIOUS THIS WILL ACTUALLY 
(PTI NOW HAS ONLY 4 AND UNI NONE ), /REPORTERS OF THE OLD AGENCIES 
ARE DUBOUS ABOUT THEIR CHANCES FOR FOREIGN ASSIGNMENTS. * 

NEWS E AGPNCY S Rlirw Ac Juc RAT t IOnALE USE D TO JUSTIFY THE S INGLDU 
^S S ni2co C Irc?A?r if THE SAVINGS SY ELIMINATING DUPLICATION 

rpai 0 Jnr?w^?ni G fnS F A2A S0URCES *" IT SEEMS obvious that the 

— — riMTnoL °r-n P . R i jL i M i A v G f IS T ? GIVE G01 FAR str °nger 
£. 0 N T R. O J , , ESMkCiMLLY Through POSITIVE gUIDANcTTn 

AND MANAGERS, CHOICE OF PERSONNEL FOR 

FROM PM'S HOUSE, CHAIRMAN KASTyRI 

OF LA2R0US FOR GENERAL MANAGER AND 

BEEN MADE! NEW AGENCY8S FORMATION 

OBJECTIVE. THAT OF PROMOTING 

SERVICE, WHICH GO I SPOKESMEN 

third-world meetings, 
strongly doubt this is 


IT 

AND 


greatly 
FOR THE 


INCREASE 
INDIAN 
-RTPFEN . 


7?EWT. control . gsPEff i ai tt 
THE SELECTION OF EDITORS 
AGENCY IS BEING MADE DIRECTLY 
REPORTEDLY OBJECTED TO CHOICE 
WAS TOLD DECISION HAD ALREADY 
ALSO SERVES ANOTHER LOFTY GO I 
THE CONCEPT OF A ”NONAL IGHED”NEWS 
HAVE VIGOROUSLY SUPPORTED IN SEVERAL 
ALTHOUGH SENIOR NEWSSERVICE OFFICIALS 
VERY PRACTICAL IDEA. SAXBE MCIALS 
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